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The Responsible Expert Who Rambles between
Knowledge and Play:
A Study of the Human Image within Heathcote’s
Mantle of the Expert Method

Tai-Chiung Cheng

Associate Professor, Centre for General Education, Ching Kuo Institute of
Management & Health / PHD Student, Department of Education, NCCU

Abstract

Every pedagogical method must bear an ideal human image. A leading
English figure in drama in education, Dorothy Heathcote, invented the method of
Mantle of the Expert. She claimed that a holistic learning experience helps students
to understand, to think, to transform, and to apply knowledge. Therefore, she
introduced an “expert” role as the human image of the learner. Within the dramatic
activity, each learner will participate in the dramatic situation as the expert. This is
the characteristics of the Mantle of the Exper method. Thus, this research employs
four different points of view to penetrate the human image of this method in regard
to the following discoveries: the participant of the Mantle of the Expert as the learner;
the participant as the person in a holistic learning; the participant as “homo ludens”
(Man the Player); and the participant as a responsible person. From a synthetic point
of view, the educational model of Mantle of the Expert is a simulation game of
knowledge exploration. The participants (the students) are the game players who play
the roles of responsible experts somewhere between knowledge seeking and game
playing. The expert in the Mantle of the Expert method is always in the image of a
person who is continually problem-solving oriented. Then, the image of
“troubleshooter” emerges by inference. With such concepts and perspectives, the
research might provide a vision for teachers who offer liberal arts education. When
they guide pupils/students to explore the arts and understand the world, they will
have an alternative method to expand their perspectives to obtain an alternative
picture of knowledge.

Keywords: mantle of the expert, responsibility, homo ludens, troubleshooter
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Study of Case Method Instruction in
pre-service teacher-training programs:
Using creative drama courses as the example

Chun-Hua Lin
Kindergarten Teacher, Kaohsiung Dingjin Municipal Elementary School
Mei-Chun Lin

Professor, Department of Drama Creation and Application,
National University of Tainan

Abstract

This research uses collaborative action research to explore how Case Method
Instruction (CMI) can be adopted to introduce a creative drama course in the
pre-service preschool teacher-training program. The findings suggest 7 steps of CMI:

"case selection and analysis", "theory instruction”, “case paper reading

, ""case report
writing", "teacher-guided activities”, "case discussion”, and "extension activities".
Based upon the teacher’s reflection and student's responses, it appears that for a
better quality of student reports, in terms of their width and depth, Step 4 should
proceed after Step 6. Moreover, it is also found that teachers need to select those
cases that suit the teaching objectives of the class in Step 1. It would be more
coherent and meaningful to the students if the lessons for teacher-guided activities in
Step 5 and those for case discussion in Step 6 could be combined and unified. For the
students, CMI not only increases their understanding of the theories and pedagogy
related to Creative Drama but also strengthens the teacher’s ability in designing
drama lessons for young children. In future studies, it is suggested that more cases
could be developed particularly for the novice teacher to get closer to their own
teaching experiences.

Keywords: case method instruction, teacher training, pre-service teacher,
creative drama, drama education
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How can Drama as a Pedagogy
Facilitate Young People’s Development
of Critical Thinking Skills?

Tien-Chi Lai
National Sinying Senior High School

Abstract

In criticizing the problems of education in Taiwan, the author of this dissertation
aims to explore the true value of education, in order to develop a better vision of it.
Based on the philosophy of Socrates and John Dewey, the author proposes that
critical thinking skills should remain the focus of education. As a previous English
teacher and an MA student in drama and theatre education, the author firmly believes
that drama and theatre can be used for teaching thinking skills while incorporating
arts and humanities in the curriculum. Also, the thinking process learned in the drama
classes can equip pupils with transferrable skills in the future.

The research took the form of a case study, and was conducted in one single
class in a community primary school in Coventry. The author formed a team with
three other fellow researchers, who designed and conducted five drama classes all
together. All the analyzed and interpreted data were collected during the five drama
class sessions in that school. The research aimed to explore drama’s efficacy in terms
of promoting pupils’ critical thinking skills, and the research findings centered on
major issues related to the development of critical thinking through a dramatic
framework.

The research findings covered the following areas of inquiry. It looked into how
Teacher-in-Role affects pupils’ development of their own arguments. It also
investigated how drama serves as stimulus to trigger pupils’ multiple perspectives
and form broader thinking patterns. In addition, the research examined affective
factors arising from the dramatic framework and discussed some examples regarding
how to examine pupils’ existing belief system and how to bring them to their
conscious level.

Keywords: drama and theatre education, critical thinking, socratic inquiry
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“Let’s Walk Together”:
Introducing Drama Teaching into Preschool

Hui-Tzu Hsu
Drama teacher, Natural Way Children’s school
Yun-Wen Chen

Associate Professor, Department of Drama Creation and Application,
National University of Tainan

Abstract

The starting point of this research was two preschool teachers seeking external
assistance on drama teaching. The researchers, as drama experts, are interested in
how preschool teachers and drama experts could team up to try out drama teaching in
preschool. The focus of the query covers the process of cooperation between drama
experts and preschool teachers, the emerging difficulties and issues the preschool
encountered during the process, and the solutions suggested by the drama experts.
The research found that the preschool teachers had considered drama teaching as
teaching children how to perform on stage, but once learning about the contemporary
praxis of drama education, they were open to alternatives. Yet, with limited skill and
experience in drama teaching, the preschool teachers were unable to immediately
apply drama teaching; therefore, they called for drama experts’ assistance in
structuring progressive drama lessons, attending to both dramatic elements and
children’s development. In conclusion, for preschool teachers to apply drama in
teaching, it is important to introduce them to related resources. If the resources come
from external drama experts, successful communication based on mutual

understanding is essential.

Keywords: preschool, drama teaching, drama teacher
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