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Devising, Drama Strategies, and the Impact of Theater 
in Education on Audiences: An Analysis of the 

Performance of A Delayed Letter to Home 
 
 

Yen-Yi Huang 
Department of Social Policy and Social Work, National Chi Nan University, Professor 

Rey-Fang Hsu 
Department of Drama Creation and Application, National University of Tainan, 

Associate Professor 

 
 
 

Abstract 

This research used the performance of a Theater in Education production entitled A 

Delayed Letter to Home as a case for exploring drama strategies and conventions used in 

the production, also their effects on the audience. A Delayed Letter to Home reflects an 

attempt to use the metaxis of drama and interactive strategies to transform serious issues, 

such as martial law and White Terror, into a life context that participants can perceive and 

experience and then create a public space for discussion and reflection.  

The data analysis is divided into two major dimensions: One is the process of the 

students devising the TIE and the impact the process has on them; the other is the impact 

of the performance of A Delayed Letter to Home on the audience. The former uses 

qualitative data—reports from students who participated in the 2018 and 2020 

performances—to analyze their experiences. The latter uses quantitative method to collect 

a large number of audience opinions in a short period. The analysis focuses on the surveys 

of audiences in 2018. Given that the literature on TIE in Taiwan is limited, the authors 

hope to enrich local scholarship through the current work. 
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The authors found that the performance of A Delayed Letter to Home is based on the 

intersection of linear and metaphorical knowledge; earnest but alienated performances by 

actor-teachers; the use of dilemmas, biases, and drama conventions to promote audience 

engagement; and participation in role playing. Theater in Education can influence the 

attitudes of audiences, but it is impossible to bring about dramatic transformation. Change 

happens in the process of transportation. Therefore, a script must be suited to a given 

audience and age range. Another necessary measure is to encourage active engagement 

from audiences through a variety of strategies and provide a safe and supportive space 

for them to slip in and out of roles and reflect upon and analyze their recent experiences.  

 
Keywords: Theater in Education, devising, drama strategies, White Terror, 

Transitional justice 
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Abstract 

 The objective of this action research was to investigate the effects of Playback 

Theatre among seventh-grade students. A course using Playback Theatre as the teaching 

method was implemented in four teaching cycles over one semester. In this course, fairy 

tales and picture books with themes that progressively proceeded from the self, family, 

school to the society, were utilized to incite students to resonate with the stories, associate 

the stories with their life experiences, and then spontaneously share their life experiences 

and feelings. The stories they shared would be acted in the form of Playback Theatre. The 

research data included observations, teacher’s reflection journals, interviews with 

students, feedback sheets, and dialogues with observers and drama educators, all of which 

served as a foundation for modifying the course in subsequent teaching cycles. 

Results showed that with warm-up activities and stories used as the scaffold, the 

students were more able to resonate with the stories and associate the stories with 

individual experiences, resulting in higher willingness to share stories. Besides, the 

grouping methods which alternated on a weekly basis allowed the students to collaborate 

with different partners. This design helped evoke feelings of empathy in students and led 

to more concentration of attention and more dedication to acting others’ stories with their 

teams.  

 
Keywords: Playback Theatre, resonance, empathy, sharing, action research 
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Abstract 

The advancement of contemporary technology has enhanced stage equipment and 

technology, and has also brought more creative space to performing art creators. 

Diversified and interdisciplinary design concepts have become the subject of today’s 

stage artists. The innovative use of technology has not only created a new vision for the 

performing styles but also changed the thinking mode of traditional stage design. As 

image technology has been introduced in the theatre space, new methods of 

interpretation in the current scene of stage performance has been created. This also 

allows performers to have more dialogue with the theater. In an instantaneous, live, and 

irreversible state, the stage can combine light, music, scenes, actor performance and 

audience interaction to create the uniqueness of every performance. The creative 

process and the method of application on the stage have become an important subject in 

the study of images. Also, the field of theatrical art will be further discussed in depth. 

Through ‘descriptive research’, this study describes and explains the development 

and limitations of introducing image technology to the theater space through the 

understanding and verification of the existing phenomena, patterns, and theories in the 

stage image creative process. At the same time, this study deals with how the image 

preserves the uniqueness of creative thinking under the conditions of the integration and 

division of labor in the theater, and how the image narrator’s perspective cuts into the 

performance process to create the structural and symbolic conceptual meanings and 
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complete the collective creative consensus of the performing arts in terms of the 

functions of theatrical elements. Besides, the problems of hands-on theatrical creation 

will be illustrated in terms of the thinking, concept, and emotional pulsation in the 

image design. The status quo of the image in theater technology will also be discussed. 

 
Keywords: stage image, image design, theater, stage design, interdisciplinary 
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Abstract 

Children with ADHD usually bring different challenges to drama classes due to their 

ADHD symptoms. The purpose of the study is to explain how the researcher designed a 

process drama camp for children with ADHD as well as to provide a case study of 

Detective Drama Camp of Bean Theatre in 2021.  

As a drama therapist and a drama teacher, the researcher tried to apply theories from 

different areas to design the drama camp project. In this study, the researcher applied the 

theories of process drama, drama therapy, information processing, cognitive development, 

experiential education, adaptive exercise, and game design. The researcher exhibited the 

structure and the activities of the camp, the link between the activities, the goals of the 

camp, and the theories applied. Lastly, the author described how the drama camp achieved 

the goals at different levels. 

 
Keywords ADHD, drama camp, drama group, experiential education, game design  

 

  


